
Berkeley, CA rainfall July 1,2015  
to February 2, 2016  

Current critical antecedent conditions status for UC Berkeley and BGC:  
Both Berkeley campus and BGC are not fully primed for flooding- 
seven day total is < 3” and no significant storm (2” in the next 24 hours 
is forecast by NWS). Also,  30 day totals are dropping toward 5 and may 
do so by the end of next week if dry conditions persist as expected. 

* QPF = NWS Quantitative Precipitation Forecast through Saturday noon  

February 3, 2016 UC Berkeley weather update  
2015-16 Rain 
Year Berkeley 
and Richmond 
(all number are 
inches of 
rainfall)                 

Date Berkeley 
daily 

Berkeley 
YTD 

Last 30 
days total 

Last 7 days 
total 

Richmond 
daily 

Richmond 
YTD 

Last 30 days 
total 

Last 7 days 
total 

7/1-10/31/15 0.05 0.05     0.15 0.15     
11/1/2015 0.56 0.61     0.63 0.78     
11/9/2015 0.46 1.07     0.56 1.34     
11/15/2015 0.26 1.33     0.45 1.79     
11/24-25/15 0.09 1.42     0.19 1.98     
12/2/2015 0.36 1.78     0.45 2.43     
12/6-7/2015 0.04 1.82     0.09 2.52     
12/10-11/2015  0.39 2.21     0.88 3.4     
12/13/2015 0.79 3     1 4.4     
12/18-21/15 1.96 4.96     2.13 6.53     
12/21 -22/15  0.62 5.58     0.5 7.03     
12/22/2015 0.09 5.67     0.02 7.05     
12/23-24/15 0.12 5.79     0.29 7.36     
12/28/2015 0.05 5.84     0.02 7.38     
12/30/2015 0.01 5.85 4.07   0.03 7.41 4.98   
1/4/2016 0.13 5.98     0.1 7.51     
1/5/2016 1 6.98     1.41 8.82     
1/6-7/2016 1.45 8.43 6.61   2.1 10.92 8.48   
1/9/2016 0.06 8.49     0.12 11.04     
1/13/2016 0.47 8.96 6.75   0.69 11.81 8.41   
1/14/2016 0.16 9.12 6.12 2.14 0.42 12.23 7.83   
1/15/2016 0.2 9.32 6.32 0.89 0.23 12.46 8.06   
1/16/2016 0.26 9.58 6.58 1.15 0.31 12.77 5.74   
1/17/2016 1.1 10.68 7.68 2.19 1.15 13.92 9.52   
1/18/2016 0.44 11.12 8.12 2.63 0.57 14.49 10.09   
1/19/2016 1.19 12.31 7.35 3.35 1.34 15.83 9.3 4.02 
1/22/2016 0.45 12.76 7.18 3.64 0.43 16.26 9.23 4.03 
1/23/2016 0.02 12.78 7.11 3.46 0.09 16.35 9.3 3.89 
1/27/2016 0 12.78 6.99 0.47 0 16.35 9.01 0.52 
1/29/2016 0.42 13.2 7.36 0.44 0.49 16.84 9.48 0.58 
2/2/2016 0.06 13.26 7.41 0.48 0.07 16.91 9.52 0.56 
QPF to 2/6/16 0.05 13.31 6.33 0.11 0.06 16.97 8.07 0.13 



Current  National Weather Service forecast  
February 3, 2016 morning 

Forecast synopsis (Wednesday 2/3/16) 
A weak weather system is expected to deliver 
no more than a tenth of an inch of rain to the 
SF Bay area this afternoon. 
 
Afterwards, a  strong ridge of high pressure 
builds over the West Coast pushing the storm 
track to the north and bringing unseasonably 
warm weather to the Bay Area for Super Bowl 
weekend and into Tuesday. Some record high 
temperatures may be broken early next week. 
 
Current extended forecasts call for below 
normal precipitation through mid month. This 
morning’s computer model runs bring rain 
chances back to the Berkeley area mid-month, 
beginning around Friday February 12 with 
unsettled weather beyond.  
 
In the longer range, NWS suggests that the jet 
stream will shift to a more southerly track with 
above normal precipitation in So Cal through 
2/26/16.  



NCEP 6 – 10 day precipitation forecast 
(February 3- 11, 2016) 

NCEP 8 – 14 day precipitation probability 
(Made 2/2/16 for February 10- 16) 



NOAA GEFS Total Cumulative Precipitation February 3, 2016 through February 19, 2016 



Columbia University’s International Research 
Institute for Climate and Society 3- month forecast 
for February- April 2016 
(http://iri.columbia.edu/our-
expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-
forecasts/) 

Mid to long-range forecasts suggest a return of 
rainfall to central and southern California beginning 
in mid- to late- February and above normal 
precipitation through April,  particularly in the 
Southland. 

3-4 week outlook 2/13- 2/26 One month outlook February March-April-May outlook 



Rainfall this season is running above historical seasonal averages for most of the state (the south is running below 
average). Reservoirs are slowing rebounding and the Sierra snow cover continues to be above normal.  



Drought conditions are still 
present in central CA but 
expected to improve this 
season.  



January 17, 2012 

January 19, 2016 

January 20, 2015 January 21, 2014 January 15, 2013 

Drought Progress 2012- 2016 



http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/waterconditions.cfm 



Long Range Outlook 
The active phase of the Madden Julian 
Oscillation is anticipated to enhance El 
Nino base-state convective activity and 
may return rainfall to Central and 
Southern California beginning later 
February and early March. El Nino 
conditions (sea surface temperatures > 
0.5 in the Nino3.4 region) may continue 
through the summer into early fall.  
 
 

Red contours = MJO active phase forecast- as in January 
2016 which lead to above normal precipitation for most 
of northern CA,  the active phase of the MJO is expected 
to return in March and may enhance the El Nino base 
state, possibly bringing more rain to the state.  (Figure 
from http://www.kylemacritchie.com/real-time-maps/) 
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